
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE ROUND TABLE 



DRAMATIC HISTORY THROUGH CONSTRUCTION 

The development of the drama is one of the most important subjects 
in the study of English literature. As in all similar work, the steps in 
the development are difficult to remember, and the fear of the English 
teacher always is that the interest of the pupils will be lost before the work 
is completed. 

An interesting experiment was tried in an eleventh-year English 
literature class in connection with the development of the drama. The 
class was divided into six groups. Each group was assigned the work 
of constructing one of the six types of stages. A uniform scale, two 
inches to a foot, was to be used. Research work began. No reference 
work could have been done more thoroughly. All sources of information 
were investigated. Drawings were made and material was collected. 
The spirit of competition entered into the work, for each group desired 
to make not only the best stage of that type, but the best stage of all 
the types. The materials used were wood, wall board, cardboard, cloth, 
colored paper, india ink, and colored crayons. The result was six com- 
plete stages illustrating the stage in the church, the stage in the church- 
yard, the light movable stage on wheels, the three-story stage, the 
inn-porch stage, and the stage in the Elizabethan theater. 

The pupils could not read about the stages without learning much 
about the actors, the subject-matter of the plays, and the audience 
that characterized each type of stage. They were given a chance to 
give this additional information to the class in the form of class discus- 
sions. With the stages as the beginning point, the additional facts were 
more interesting and more easily remembered. 

I can say that no class in my experience ever learned more about the 
drama or had any more interest, or received greater pleasure in English 
work. The interest extended beyond the class. Twelfth-year pupils 
came to review the work, and I am sure they learned new facts also. 
Even the ninth-year pupils became interested and asked many questions. 
The English literature class became interesting, beneficial, and influential. 

Nellie V. Pitts 
Fennimore, Wisconsin 

429 



